
February 27, 2023 
 
Appropriations Committee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 2700 
Hartford, CT 06106 
 
Distinguished members of the Health Appropriations Subcommittee: 

My name is Leslie Hotary; I live in Salem, CT.  

I am writing in support of the $2.5 million included in the Governor’s budget on Line T1449 for 
the Department of Public Health to fund gun violence intervention grants in FY2024, and the 
$400,000 on Line 274 for operational expenses each year. 

After more than 30 years in a professional career, I knew that when I retired, I wanted to use 
the skills I had developed and honed, to help make changes to reduce gun violence in our 
country.  If there is one fact I learned during my working years, it’s better to be proactive rather 
than reactive.   

Thus, I am writing today because I don’t want to become that mother, spouse, sister, other 
relative, friend, neighbor, citizen who has a story to tell regarding gun violence.  We need to 
collectively make changes to prevent further gun injuries and deaths, not shake our heads in 
“disbelief” and offer condolences after the next senseless tragedy splashes across the news and 
is then forgotten.  

Gun violence is an urgent crisis that demands a substantial public health response to save lives.  
It is now analogous to other public health emergencies (eg, like a chemical spill, or food 
contamination), where we respond in earnest to address a tragedy. 

I believe that with current projected budget surplus, the state of CT can afford these measures 
toward reducing gun violence.  

Thank you for considering my written testimony for this hearing. 

Sincerely, 

Leslie Hotary 

Salem, CT 


